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WASHINGTON — The
Senate acquitted former
President Trump on Sat-
urday in his second im-
peachment trial, even as sev-
en members of his own party
delivered a historic rebuke
by joining Democrats in vot-
ing to convict him of inciting
the deadly insurrection last
month at the U.S. Capitol.

The 57-43 vote to find
Trump guilty fell short of the
67 votes needed for convic-
tion, but it was the most bi-
partisan vote in any presi-
dential impeachment trial,
exposing the fractures in a
Republican Party divided
over its future after Trump’s
presidency. 

The vote was immedi-
ately followed by a blistering
indictment of Trump on the
Senate floor by Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.), who had voted to
acquit saying that impeach-
ment of a former president
was unconstitutional, but
painted Trump as an un-
hinged menace to demo-
cratic institutions. 

The Republicans who
voted for conviction were
Sens. Richard M. Burr of
North Carolina, Bill Cassidy
of Louisiana, Susan Collins
of Maine, Lisa Murkowski of
Alaska, Mitt Romney of
Utah, Ben Sasse of Ne-
braska and Patrick J.
Toomey of Pennsylvania. 

Trump is the first Ameri-
can president to be im-
peached twice, and this trial,
which lasted just five days,
was the first of a former pres-
ident. The House im-
peached him last monthon a
charge of inciting the insur-
rection Jan. 6, when a violent
mob of his supporters broke
into and ransacked the
Capitol. The assault left five 

By Jennifer Haberkorn

and Evan Halper

TRUMP LAWYER Michael van der Veen leaves the Capitol after the Senate’s 57-43 guilty vote fell short of a
supermajority, acquitting the ex-president. Van der Veen blamed “independent actors” for the Jan. 6 attack.

Kent Nishimura Los Angeles Times

[See Acquittal, A8]

T
he priests of Nezahualcóyotl died in quick
succession.

Father Antonino. Father Álvaro. Father
Juan. Father Gustavo. 

The loss of four spiritual brothers — plus a
beloved deacon — over five weeks last spring was almost
too much to bear for Julio César Ponce, the youngest
priest in the Catholic diocese in this working-class city of
3 million just east of Mexico’s capital.

He wept alone in his small apartment, thinking about
how the men had died in isolation, without even receiving
their last rites.

“We couldn’t be with them in their ultimate moment,”
Ponce recalled. “We prayed for them, but we couldn’t
accompany them.”

He thought about Gustavo, who had been his profes-
sor and mentor in seminary, 

FATHER Julio César Ponce celebrates Mass at his
Catholic church in Ciudad Nezahualcóyotl, Mexico.

Gary Coronado Los Angeles Times

[See Priest, A6]

A priest’s mission
to save his diocese
As the pandemic batters a working-class
Mexican city, its youngest pastor strives 
to carry on the legacy of his fallen mentors.

By Kate Linthicum
reporting from ciudad nezahualcóyotl, mexico

COLUMN ONE 

WASHINGTON — The
Senate vote to acquit former
President Trump in his sec-
ond impeachment trial viv-
idly illustrated the fault line
that runs through his
adopted party: Even as the
majority of Republicans
stayed loyal, a sizable minor-
ity made clear their desire to
be rid of him.

One-seventh of the Re-
publican caucus voted
against Trump — fewer than
half the number that would
have been needed to convict,
but a larger share of a presi-
dent’s party defecting than
in any prior impeachment
trial. And several of those
who voted with Trump, in-
cluding Senate Republican
leader Mitch McConnell of
Kentucky, nonetheless de-
nounced him in harsh terms.

On the other side, Re-
publican activists moved
within hours of the vote to
denounce senators who had
voted against Trump.

In North Carolina,
Michael Whatley, the chair of
the state Republican Party,
called Sen. Richard Burr’s
vote in favor of conviction 

ANALYSIS

Loyalty
to one
man is
party’s
fault line 
By David Lauter

[See GOP, A9]

Miranda Grow loves the
challenge of working with
her hands. She’d had experi-
ence in carpentry and con-
struction, and fulfilled a ca-
reer dream when she was ac-
cepted as a mechanic ap-
prentice at a large water
district, relishing the be-
hind-the-scenes work to de-
liver clean water to faucets
and shower heads across
Southern California.

But she said that dream
shattered one day on a van
ride with a group of co-work-
ers — all men — traveling
home from a water treat-
ment plant operated by the
Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California. 

A man in the next row
turned to Grow and asked
her for a piece of chewing
gum. She said he pointed
and whispered, “I want the
one that’s in your mouth.”

She said she felt his fin-
gers brush across her lips

and alleged that an invading
hand groped her breast and
arm. She froze, feeling
trapped with nowhere to es-
cape, she said. The other
men didn’t seem to notice
what was occurring behind
them.

The man Grow accused,
Ricardo Montes, denied
touching her, according to
MWD records reviewed by
The Times. An investigation
of her complaint backed her
claims, and Montes was sus-
pended for 50 hours.

But Grow would not
learn of that discipline for
years. And in the aftermath
of the van incident, it was
Grow who ultimately trans-
ferred to another worksite to
avoid Montes. Years later,
Montes would transfer to her
new workplace without
warning from the agency,
prompting her to take a
leave of absence.

Grow and other women
accuse MWD leadership of
tolerating sexual harass-

Tradeswomen tell of toxic culture
Times investigation finds pattern of allegations of sexual harassment
and bullying in the Metropolitan Water District’s apprentice program

By Adam Elmahrek

[See Metropolitan, A10]

WUHAN, China — If it
wasn’t for the face masks,
one would never guess that a
pandemic had started here.

Jianghan Street, a fa-
mous pedestrian shopping
avenue lined with colonial
buildings, was bursting with
Chinese New Year cheer.
Red lanterns hung from
street lamps, storefronts

displayed holiday sales, fam-
ilies snacked on hawthorn
candy skewers and bought
clothes and gifts for the sea-
son.

One year ago, these
streets were a barren land-
scape of fear. Wuhan’s resi-
dents shrank indoors, for-
bidden from leaving, as a
virus claimed thousands of
lives. Hospitals were over-
whelmed, patients strug-
gling to breathe in waiting
rooms and parking lots,
while relatives cried for help
on the internet and through
government hotlines that
were often impossible to
reach.

COVID’s early days
still haunt Wuhan
The Chinese city now
looks normal after a
year of pandemic, but
fear and grief remain.

By Alice Su

[See Wuhan, A4]

TRUMP ACQUITTED AGAIN
7 Republican senators join Democrats in voting to convict

ex-president in his 2nd impeachment trial, exposing GOP rift
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Border policy
stirs confusion
New immigration rules
release some migrants,
while others languish in
Mexico. NATION, A12

Attrition at EDD
exacts heavy toll
Some 1,590 staff and
managers have left the
agency since pandemic
began. CALIFORNIA, B1

An ‘emptiness’ at
Brazil’s Carnival
Its cancellation shocks
those who work to help
create the mass extrav-
aganza. WORLD, A3

Dodgers, Turner
reach agreement
Clubhouse leader and
fan favorite returns on a
two-year deal after long
standoff. SPORTS, D1

Weather
Partly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 70/50. B10
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Justin Turner will again
play third base for L.A.

Robert Gauthier L.A. Times
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BIG GAMBLE: GOP leaders will regret Trump’s
acquittal, Doyle McManus writes. PERSPECTIVES, A2

REBUKE: Minority Leader Mitch McConnell exco-
riates Trump despite voting to acquit him. NATION, A8
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ROMANCE IN A
‘NEW NORMAL’
TREAT YOUR SPECIAL SOMEONE TO
A PERUVIAN-INSPIRED VALENTINE’S

I
t seems almost unbelievable that just one year ago, couples were celebrating

Valentine’s Day by making reservations for crowded restaurants and

afterwards seeing a film in-theater. While everything about that has changed,

love remains in the air as we hunker down at home with those we love most. If

you’re looking for a unique and beautiful way to celebrate the holiday with your

significant other, consider the gastronomic bounty of Peru. The South American

nation has imported romance in its flavors and preparations.

POLLO FOR TWO
When considering this humble rotisserie

chicken – a delicious dish, yet often relegated in

our minds to a weekday grocery store meal, you

don’t instantly conjure romance. Peru, however,

mastered the most delicious preparation of a

roasted chicken around: pollo a la brasa.

The savory chicken, introduced in Lima

during the mid-20th century and then expanded

worldwide, begins simply, as it’s slow-roasted

over a wood-stoked flame. But the ease of

preparation is deceptive. The fire roasting seals

in the juices and the skin is deliciously crispy.

Then, it is cut down and served, traditionally

with thick-cut french fries, fresh veggies, or a

simple salad.

Now, what’s so romantic about this simple

meal? A whole bird, with its fixings, is the

perfect amount to share and even save the

leftovers. And, it’s easily picked up or delivered,

making it perfect for an at-home Sunday

Valentine’s. You and your partner can, of

course, savor the chicken by itself, but why not

spice up the evening with more Peruvian flavor?

The Euro/South American influence on the dish

really shines with the traditional sauces, and

the aji verde is where you’ll find an addictive

romance. The spicy, bright green salsa is the

perfect pairing for the savory blackened meat.

While fiery, you’ll soon find yourself unable to

take another bite without adding some to the

chicken – request extra!

Southern California is a world capital of

imported food trends, so pollo a la brasa

isn’t a fantasy food. In fact, there are several

restaurants roasting chickens right now for

delivery or takeaway. Pollo a La Brasa on Western

Avenue, a Koreatown institution, has served

thousands of hungry diners for a generation.

The simple menu and no-frills atmosphere

often features long lines and very happy diners.

The restaurant is considered a Los Angeles

“must-try”. Make a prompt order for this

Valentine’s dinner.

In the Beach Cities, The Chicken Shack reigns

supreme for all birds a la brasa. The slow-

roasted chicken, made with care for over a

decade in Hermosa Beach, is the highlight of the

menu, but the Shack offers all things Peruvian

for diners, including specialties ceviche, lomo

saltado and peruvian-Southern California fusion

foods like the “Shackadilla” a chicken quesadilla

made with the famed roasted meat.

Best of all? The Chicken Shack is featured on

several app-based delivery services, making

its journey from the restaurant to your table as

simple as picking up your smartphone.

While these two Peruvian restaurants are

known for offering pollo a la brasa, there

are close to 100 eateries on the West Coast

featuring the dish, so you’ll find a location

nearby no matter where you are in the

Southland. El Pollo Criollo thrives in La Puente.

In the West Valley, Limeña Peruvian Eatery is a

newer option in Thousand Oaks and venerable

El Pollo Inka is a chain with locations in Lawndale,

Gardena, Rancho Palos Verdes and more.

AFTER-DINNER SWEETS
While several nations lay claim to originally

producing chocolate, it’s in Peru, with its long

history cultivating and utilizing the cacao bean,

that chocolate has found its most craveworthy

form. Peruvian chocolate is often named the

world’s finest, and a larger portion of Peruvian

chocolate exports are single-origin and fair-

trade than any other nation. So, skip the heart-

shaped box of mystery truffles and elevate your

dessert experience.

Ancient cultures in South America originally

used cacao beans to make a strong, bitter drink

similar to coffee. As European influence spread

over the continent, cacao was blended with

sugar and made solid, and the chocolate we

know today was born. Much of today’s cacao

comes from Africa, so single-origin Peruvian

chocolate is an excellent way to taste the crop

as it exists in its natural habitat. Cacao varieties

in Peru have dramatic differences attributed

to their growing region – similar to wine grape

varietals – so trying a variety of chocolates from

the country can be a gastronomic journey.

Another fun fact about this high-quality treat

that will interest couples looking to maintain

healthy habits: Chocolate is considered a

superfood. Nutritionally dense and packed with

wellness-promoting ingredients, chocolate (in

moderation) is a healthy dessert choice, so feel

free to have one more piece.

For something a little more indulgent than a

dark chocolate bar, wash down your meal with

an Inca Kola, Peru’s fun national soda drink.

Flavored with lemon verbena, the wholly-

Peruvian soda is intensely sweet, vibrantly

colored and very unique. It’s been referred to as

the “champagne of colas” due to its golden hue

and intense flavor, so why not skip the bubbles

and toast this “bubbly” (many first-time drinkers

liken its flavor to bubble gum).

A BOUQUET FROM THE SKIES
No Valentine’s celebration is complete without

fresh flowers to symbolize devotion and love;

and no better flower represents this devotion

than the Peruvian Lily, or “Lily of the Incas.”

Native to Peru’s towering mountain meadows

and now cultivated worldwide, the colorful

varieties of these lily blooms will bring a smile

to any loved one’s face. And while this may be

a showstopping example of a Peruvian export,

it’s only one of the countless native species

Peru has given to the world, including potatoes,

tomatoes, cacao and, more recently, quinoa.

The flowers, thought to represent playfulness

and companionship, are the perfect way to

take a breath during an already stressful year,

reflect, and enjoy the company of your loved

one. Add these lilies to your floral centerpiece

or present your partner with a fresh bouquet

and you’ll be sure to win this Valentine’s Day.

— Alan LaGuardia, Brand Publishing Writer

Pollo a la Brasa is a signature Peruvian dish. Courtesy of PromPerú

Peruvian chocolate is often called the world’s finest. Courtesy of PromPerú

The “Lily of the Incas” exudes romance. Courtesy of PromPerú

Provided by Trade Commission of Peru
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