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LABOR PAINS The connection between 

cheap goods and exploited workers

THIS LAND IS MY LAND How real estate 

has shaped the world

PLUS Joan Didion, Ayaan Hirsi Ali and the 

books on Bill Gates’s night stand

“I KNOW EVERY PERSON has their own truth,”
Tove Ditlevsen writes in “Childhood,” the first
volume of her beautiful and fearless memoirs.
“Fortunately, things are set up so that you can
keep quiet about the truths in your heart; but
the cruel, gray facts are written in the school
records and in the history of the world.”

That the Danish author (1917-76) was fa-
mous in her own country by her 20s, writing a
major body of work that includes 11 books of

poetry, seven novels and four story col-
lections, doesn’t mean that expressing those
truths came easily. The facts of her early life in
a rough corner of Copenhagen’s Vesterbro
district were gray and often cruel enough:
Hitler was rising to power, her father lost his
job, Ditlevsen’s education ended with middle
school. Her comely, mercurial mother mocked
her desire to be a poet, telling her that “every-
thing written in books is a lie.” The best she
could hope for was marriage to “a stable
skilled worker who comes right home with his
weekly paycheck and doesn’t drink.”

Her

Secret

Selves
By Megan O’Grady
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THE COPENHAGEN TRILOGY

Childhood, Youth, Dependency

By Tove Ditlevsen

Translated by Tiina Nunnally and

Michael Favala Goldman

370 pp. Farrar, Straus & Giroux. $30.
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THE LOVE PROOF, by Madeleine Henry. (Atria,

$26.) Physics and romance intersect in this

novel about a brilliant young scientist who

drops her studies for an all-consuming rela-

tionship, then returns to the lab to prove that

love really can be forever.

APPROPRIATE: A PROVOCATION, by Paisley Rek-

dal. (Norton, paper, $15.95.) Questions of cul-

tural appropriation often crystallize most

acutely in works of literature, from William

Styron to Jeanine Cummins. Rekdal, a writing

teacher, parses the issue to ask who is “al-

lowed” to write what, and in what contexts.

WANT ME: A SEX WRITER’S JOURNEY INTO THE

HEART OF DESIRE, by Tracy Clark-Flory. (Pen-

guin, paper, $16.) A journalist who covers sex

and culture (currently as a senior staff writer

at Jezebel) recounts her gradual understand-

ing of the social forces and innate psychology

that have shaped her own sexual identity.

UNSUNG: UNHERALDED NARRATIVES OF AMERI-

CAN SLAVERY & ABOLITION, edited by the

Schomburg Center for Research in Black Cul-

ture. (Penguin Classics, paper, $22.) This an-

thology highlights the overlooked role that

enslaved people played in emancipation.

CONFESSIONS OF THE FLESH: THE HISTORY OF SEX-

UALITY, VOLUME 4, by Michel Foucault. Edited

by Frederic Gros. Translated by Robert Hur-

ley. (Pantheon, $32.50.) The French philoso-

pher explores early Christian views of desire.

I love spy novels and live in London, but some-

how had never gotten around to reading any-

thing by the British author John le Carré. His

obituary in The Times, published in December,

intrigued me. I started with his breakthrough

novel, THE SPY WHO CAME IN FROM THE COLD, writ-

ten more than 50 years ago but still relevant,

with its tales of moral ambiguity, disinformation and betrayal. The

protagonist, the lonely and exhausted British agent Alec Leamas,

agrees to one last assignment before retiring. Le Carré, who

penned the book while working for MI6, Britain’s foreign intelli-

gence service, peppers the novel with clues about the true nature

of Leamas’s mission, which takes him into Communist East Ger-

many. But it is not until the very end that the threads come togeth-

er — when Leamas makes the decision that defines him. I gasped

out loud when I read the last two paragraphs.

—JENNY GROSS, GENERAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTER,

EXPRESS DESK
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For Valentine’s Day, we visit books that first inspired a certain passion in their readers, beyond the literary.

Sketchbook / The Sexiest Book / By Julia Rothman and Shaina Feinberg

JULIA ROTHMAN and SHAINA FEINBERG are the authors of “Every Body: An Honest and Open Look at Sex From Every Angle.”
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A Historic Election

at a Historic Time
The United States’ 46th President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris are groundbreaking

figures at an unprecedented time. This special edition chronicles their extraordinary lives, including

their memorable election and inauguration. Full of inside reporting and stunning photos, this keepsake

looks at how they got here as well as the challenges they face in leading America forward.

The New York Times Joe Biden and Kamala Harris special edition is now available

from your favorite retailer, magazine.store, or Amazon.com
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