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WE WERE WARNED Michael Lewis on the 

people who saw the pandemic coming

LONELINESS KILLS Kristen Radtke on the 

isolation epidemic

PLUS Brandi Carlile, Rachel Cusk and 

Chris Bosh’s favorite basketball books

“THE CENTRAL CONSERVATIVE TRUTH is
that it is culture, not politics, that deter-
mines the success of a society,” Senator
Daniel Patrick Moynihan of New York
said during a lecture at Harvard in 1986.
“The central liberal truth is that politics

itself.” Moynihan, an apostle of complex-
ity, lived at the intersection of those two
truths, a place where he was free to be-
come one of the most creative American
thinkers of the late 20th century. He
sensed, and then came to know, that the
social problems of what was being called
“postindustrial” society would be differ-
ent from those that came before. He

controversially. In so doing, he predicted
the dislocations of the 21st century with
uncanny accuracy. He did it with ele-
gance and wit and — this may be a sur-
prise — transcendent humility. His spot-
on sense of what truly mattered deserves
to be revisited now, if we’re to grope our
way past the mess we’ve become as a
society.

was a delight. He gave me lists of books
to read; and encouraged me when, as a
young journalist, my reporting ran afoul
of convenient assumptions, left and right.
Today, nearly 20 years after his death,
hardly a week goes by when some new
public outrage doesn’t remind me of his
prescience — the persistence of ethnicity 

No Easy Answers
By Joe Klein
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The final volume in the
beloved and bestselling Art of

Hearing Heartbeats trilogy
by Jan-Philipp Sendker

“A lovely and engrossing tale
of a child’s search for belonging and ultimately the
importance of love and forgiveness. A must-read!”

—Stephanie Crowe, Page & Palette Bookstore, Fairhope, AL

“I treasured each sentence, reread many, turned down
about every other page, underlined sentences when

I had a pen in my hand, and will read it again.”
—Annie Philbrick, co-owner of Bank Square Books, Mystic, CT

“One of the most beautiful love stories I’ve ever read.”
—Jean-Paul Adriaansen, Water Street Bookstore, Exeter, NH

0



0



You can’t judge a book by its title.
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“The Book Review” podcast, hosted by Book Review Editor Pamela Paul 

and powered by The New York Times. Today’s top authors and critics  

join editors from the world’s most influential book review to talk about 

what they’re reading and what’s driving the literary conversation.

The Book Review 
Podcast

We bring the best of the literary  
conversation to you.

New episodes every week. Listen wherever you get your podcasts. 

nytimes.com/bookreviewpodcast
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