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“A beautiful examination of 

how loneliness can be transformed, 

cracked open, with the slightest touch 

from another living thing.” 

—KEVIN WILSON, 

author of Nothing to See Here

“I defy you to put it down 

once you’ve started.” 

—CYNTHIA D’APRIX SWEENEY, 

author of Good Company

and The Nest

“Truly original and touching, 

Remarkably Bright Creatures is a story 

of family, community, and optimism in 

spite of darkness. Prepare to fall in love 

with a most exceptional octopus.”

—HELEN HOANG, 

author of The Heart Principle
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THE MAN WHO INVENTED MOTION PICTURES: A True

Tale of Obsession, Murder, and the Movies, by Paul

Fischer. (Simon & Schuster, $28.) Part true crime,

part film history, this engaging book investigates

the life and unsolved disappearance of Louis Le

Prince, the man who made “The “Roundhay Garden

Scene,” a two-second clip filmed in 1888 that’s

widely acknowledged to be the first known movie.

DIAMONDS AND DEADLINES: A Tale of Greed, Deceit,

and a Female Tycoon in the Gilded Age, by Betsy

Prioleau. (Abrams, $30.) Prioleau brings enjoyable

gusto to this biography of Mrs. Frank Leslie, a

media baroness in the Gay Nineties whose past was

filled with hidden drama and whose public life was

awash with scandal and contradiction. But the real

star of the book is Gilded Age New York in all its

excess, right down to a monkey in a tux.

KAIKEYI, by Vaishnavi Patel, read by Soneela Nankani.

(Red Hook, audio, $26.98.) The ancient Hindu epic

the “Ramayana” gets a new interpretation in this

debut, told from the perspective of the eponymous,

oft-vilified queen.

THE BERLIN EXCHANGE, by Joseph Kanon. (Scribner,

$28.) The subtle power moves and ever-shifting

alliances of the Cold War era come alive in this tale

about a disillusioned former spy who’s adjusting to

the suspicion, hypocrisy and relentless grayness of

life in East Berlin. After a languorous start, the plot

shifts into high gear and turns into a complex,

high-stakes operation.

THE CANDY HOUSE, by Jennifer Egan. (Scribner, $28.)

Egan’s new novel — a sequel, of sorts, to 2010’s

Pulitzer Prize-winning “A Visit From the Goon

Squad” — riffs, brilliantly, on memory, authenticity

and the slippery allure of new technology. Over and

over, Egan’s characters crack up, seemingly beyond

repair, but manage to find redemption.

RIVERMAN: An American Odyssey, by Ben McGrath.

(Knopf, $29.) McGrath’s first book elegantly relates

the true story of Dick Conant, a troubled and char-

ismatic man who disappeared on a long-distance

canoe trip from New York to Florida. McGrath

paints him as a “waterborne Don Quixote” and a

classic American folk hero.

THE WISE WOMEN, by Gina Sorell. (Harper/HarperCol-

lins, $26.99.) In this wry novel, the newly retired

author of a long-running magazine advice column

called Wise Words turns her dated, unsolicited

expertise on the lives of her two daughters. Delight-

ful chaos ensues.

BLOOD AND RUINS: The Last Imperial War, 1931-

1945, by Richard Overy. (Viking, $42.) Overy’s

achievement in this fresh examination of World War

II is to weave together all the subplots of a plan-

etary tapestry into one prodigious account of the

largest event in human history.

EASY BEAUTY: A Memoir, by Chloé Cooper Jones.

(Avid Reader, $28.) In her gorgeous, vivid first book,

Jones writes about living with sacral agenesis, a

physical condition that gives her “a body that could

never be mistaken for symmetrical.” As she rejects

the dismissive gaze of others, Jones shows how she

stands in the light of her own extremely able self.

Editors’ Choice / Staff Picks From the Book Review

The full reviews of these and other recent books

are online: nytimes.com/books

The New York Times best sellers are compiled and archived by the best-sellers-lists desk of the New York Times news department, and are separate from the editorial, culture, advertising and business sides of The New York Times Company. Rankings 
reflect unit sales reported on a confidential basis by vendors offering a wide range of general interest titles published in the United States. ONLINE: For complete lists and a full explanation of our methodology, visit www.nytimes.com/books/best-sellers. 
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 1  1DREAM TOWN, by David Baldacci. (Grand Central)  The third book in the Archer series. 

Archer, Dash and Callahan search for a missing screenwriter who had a dead body turn up 

in her home.

 2  1BEAUTIFUL, by Danielle Steel. (Delacorte)  A supermodel deals with the effects of a terror 

attack at an airport in Brussels on her life and appearance.

 3 2 45IT ENDS WITH US, by Colleen Hoover. (Atria)  A battered wife raised in a violent home 

attempts to halt the cycle of abuse.

 4 5 43THE SEVEN HUSBANDS OF EVELYN HUGO, by Taylor Jenkins Reid. (Washington Square/

Atria)  A movie icon recounts stories of her loves and career to a struggling magazine 

writer.

 5 3 157WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING, by Delia Owens. (Putnam)  A young woman who survived 

alone in the marsh becomes a murder suspect.

 6  1KINGDOM OF BONES, by James Rollins. (Morrow)  The 16th book in the Sigma Force 

series. An unknown force is putting people in a catatonic state in a village in the Congo.

 7 4 20VERITY, by Colleen Hoover. (Grand Central)  Lowen Ashleigh is hired by the husband of an 

injured writer to complete her popular series and uncovers a horrifying truth.

 8  1DEATH OF THE BLACK WIDOW, by James Patterson and J. D. Barker. (Grand Central)  

Detective Walter O’Brien is obsessed with an escape artist who bludgeoned her kidnapper 

and avoided police custody.

 9 1 2THE INVESTIGATOR, by John Sandford. (Putnam)  Letty Davenport, the adopted daughter 

of Lucas Davenport, looks into oil thefts in Texas.

 10 6 7RUN, ROSE, RUN, by Dolly Parton and James Patterson. (Little, Brown)  A singer-

songwriter goes to Nashville seeking stardom but is followed by her dark past.

 1 2 87THE BODY KEEPS THE SCORE, by Bessel van der Kolk. (Penguin)  How trauma affects the 

body and mind, and innovative treatments for recovery.

 2 1 2FREEZING ORDER, by Bill Browder. (Simon & Schuster)  The author of “Red Notice” tells 

his story of becoming Vladimir Putin’s enemy by uncovering a $230 million tax refund 

scheme.

 3  1PLAYING WITH MYSELF, by Randy Rainbow. (St. Martin’s)  A memoir by the three-time 

Emmy-nominated comedian known for his online musical and political satires.

 4 3 2HELLO, MOLLY!, by Molly Shannon with Sean Wilsey. (Ecco)  The comedic actor shares 

stories of family tragedy and her years as a star of “Saturday Night Live.”

 5 4 2LEFT ON TENTH, by Delia Ephron. (Little, Brown)  The author and screenwriter describes 

losing her sister and husband to cancer, finding love again and receiving a leukemia 

diagnosis.

 6 8 30CRYING IN H MART, by Michelle Zauner. (Knopf)  The leader of the indie rock project 

Japanese Breakfast describes creating her own identity after losing her mother to cancer.

 7  36BRAIDING SWEETGRASS, by Robin Wall Kimmerer. (Milkweed Editions)  A botanist 

and member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation espouses having an understanding and 

appreciation of plants and animals.

 8 13 19ALL ABOUT LOVE, by bell hooks. (Morrow)  The late feminist icon explores the causes of a 

polarized society and the meaning of love.

 9 5 3BITTERSWEET, by Susan Cain. (Crown)  The author of “Quiet” suggests ways to embrace 

loss and suffering within ourselves and others.

 10 10 4PANDORA’S JAR, by Natalie Haynes. (Harper Perennial)  A re-examination of Greek myths 

and their female characters through a woman’s perspective.

Fiction Nonfiction

COMBINED PRINT AND E-BOOK BEST SELLERS 
SALES PERIOD OF APRIL 17-23

Best Sellers
For the complete best-seller lists, visit 

nytimes.com/books/best-sellers
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It’s all the buzz.

Scan this QR

code to play.

Can you get to Genius level? Play Spelling Bee to

see how many words you can make with 7 letters.

Play now at nytimes.com/bee.
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