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ANN PATCHETT’S NEW NOVEL | SPORES! THE THREAT OF FUNGAL PATHOGENS | PICTURE BOOKS ABOUT MIRROR IMAGES

AUGUST 20, 2023

Artists in

Residence

Prudence Peiffer’s 

“The Slip” is a 

group biography of six 

visual artists and the 

work they created in a 

downtown colony on the 

edge of Manhattan in 

the 1950s and ’60s.

BY WALKER MIMMS
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Book Review AUGUST 20, 2023

Fiction

8 Science Fiction and Fantasy

Reviewed by Amal El-Mohtar

11 TOM LAKE

By Ann Patchett

Reviewed by 

Alexandra Jacobs

17 THE IMPOSTERS

By Tom Rachman

Reviewed by Sloane Crosley

18 PETE AND ALICE IN MAINE

By Caitlin Shetterly

Reviewed by Allegra Goodman

26 The Shortlist

Fractured Families

Reviewed by Wadzanai Mhute

Nonfiction

9 THE DRESS DIARY

Secrets From a Victorian

Woman’s Wardrobe

By Kate Strasdin

Reviewed by Raissa Bretaña

10 THE SLIP

The New York City Street That

Changed American Art Forever

By Prudence Peiffer

Reviewed by Walker Mimms

12 GIRLS AND THEIR MONSTERS

The Genain Quadruplets and

the Making of Madness in

America 

By Audrey Clare Farley

Reviewed by Jonathan Rosen

13 STRIP TEES

A Memoir of Millennial 

Los Angeles 

By Kate Flannery

Reviewed by Estelle Tang

16 THE 272

The Families Who Were

Enslaved and Sold to 

Build the American

Catholic Church 

By Rachel L. Swarns

Reviewed by 

David W. Blight

18 OWNER OF A 

LONELY HEART

A Memoir

By Beth Nguyen

Reviewed by Sara Austin

19 BLIGHT

Fungi and the Coming

Pandemic

By Emily Monosson

Reviewed by 

Jennifer Szalai

20 IN THE BLOOD

How Two Outsiders Solved

a Centuries-Old Medical

Mystery and Took On the

U.S. Army 

By Charles Barber

Reviewed by Tom Mueller

21 SAY ANARCHA

A Young Woman, a

Devious Surgeon, and the

Harrowing Birth of Modern

Women’s Health

By J.C. Hallman

Reviewed by Jen Gunter

22 INTO THE BRIGHT

SUNSHINE

Young Hubert Humphrey

and the Fight for Civil

Rights

By Samuel G. Freedman

Reviewed by 

Khalil Gibran Muhammad

Children’s Books

14 Picture Books

Mirror Images

Reviewed by 

Sabrina Orah Mark

Features

7 By the Book

Patrick deWitt

27 Essay

Crazy Eights

By Molly Young

Etc.

4 Newly Published

6 Letters

23 Best-Seller Lists

23 Editors’ Choice

24 Inside the List

24 Paperback Row

On the cover: Robert Indiana in a film strip from Andy Warhol’s

“Eat,” 1964, 16mm, black-and-white, silent, 39 minutes at 16 frames

per second. Image from The Andy Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh, Pa.,

a museum of Carnegie Institute. All rights reserved.
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INVISIBLE SON, by Kim Johnson. (Ran-

dom House Books for Young Readers,

$18.99.) In Johnson’s new novel, a Black

teenager wrongly accused of committing

a robbery tries to step back into his old

life upon his release, only to find a world

changed by both Covid-19 shutdowns and

the disappearance of his friend — a mys-

tery that may be tied to his own strug-

gles.

THE KING IS DEAD, by Benjamin

Dean. (Little, Brown Books for Young

Readers, $18.99.) The mixed-race heir

to the British throne must confront

the disappearance of his secret lover

and the sabotage that seems to be

coming from somewhere in his inner

circle, all while preparing to take up

the crown after the sudden death of

his father.

ALL THAT’S LEFT TO SAY, by Emery Lord. (Bloomsbury YA, $19.99.)

Lord’s new novel follows a grief-stricken teenager who goes under-

cover at a ritzy private school to figure out the truth behind her

cousin’s tragic drug overdose, but her investigation grows compli-

cated.

THE LEGACIES, by Jessica Goodman. (Razorbill, $18.99.) Goodman’s

latest thriller is about a group of teenagers nominated to join the

ranks of an elite New York City society. Instead of a gilded walk,

though, they get a journey filled with secrets and murder.

ONLY A VOICE: Essays, by George Scialabba. (Verso, $29.95.) The

celebrated critic and essayist surveys the work of the “antimodern-

ist left” — skeptics of how science and notions of progress are shap-

ing our world — including Edward Said and Wendell Berry.

BROTHERS AND SISTERS: The Allman Brothers Band and the Inside

Story of the Album That Defined the ’70s, by Alan Paul. (St. Martin’s,

$32.) While focusing on their eponymous best-selling album, Paul’s

second book on the Allman Brothers presents a broader cultural

history of the 1970s and a look at the highs and lows that led to the

band’s dissolution.

IN DEFENSE OF LOVE: An Argument, by

Ron Rosenbaum. (Doubleday, $27.) “Love

is in trouble,” contends Rosenbaum. He

plumbs his personal relationships while

taking aim at pop psychology, pornogra-

phy, Marxism and more to defend the

inscrutable nature of love.

THE SEA ELEPHANTS, by Shastrei Akella. (Flatiron, $28.99.) After

the sudden deaths of his twin sisters, Shagun flees his imposing and

homophobic father, joining a traveling theater group where he fi-

nally finds space for grief, self-examination and love.

Newly Published / Y.A.

...Also Out Now
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